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Programme of Study – Grade 10 (Year 11) Business Studies 
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Unit 6: External 
influences on 
business activity  

Key Topic 1: Government influences on economic, 
environmental, and ethical issues and how they impact on the 
functional areas of businesses.  

a) I can understand the main stages of the business cycle.  
b) I can identify government economic objectives, e.g., 

increasing Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  
c) I can explain the impact on business of changes in 

employment levels, inflation, and Gross Domestic Product.  
d) I can explain the impact of changes in taxes and Government 

spending.   
e) I can explain the impact of changes in interest rates can 

affect business activity.  
f) I can explain how businesses might respond to these 

changes.  
g) I can explain the environmental concerns and ethical issues 

as both opportunities and constraints for businesses.  
 

Key Topic 2: The international economy including globalization 
and its effects on businesses and governments, multinational 
businesses, and exchange rates. 

a) I can understand the importance of globalization and explain 
the opportunities and threats of globalization for businesses.  

b) I can identify and explain the reasons for the importance and 
growth of MNCs.  
 

Key Topic 3: Legal constraints are an external influence  
To be able to understand the depreciation and appreciation of an 
exchange rate.  

a) I can understand how exchange rate changes can affect 
businesses as importers and exporters of products, e.g., 
prices, competitiveness, profitability.  

Formative assessment to take place 4 times 
per term. Feedback will be given to help 
students to improve and progress in the topic 
area. Grades will not be given at this time. 
 
 
Examples of Formative Assessment to be 
used this term: 
Class Assignments  
Past Paper based projects 
Quizzes 
Presentations  
 
Summative assessment at end of units 
studied. Minimum of 2 summative end of unit 
assessments per term.  
Students will receive a percentage for this 
assessment.  
End of unit major tests – Written/online 
Test will be based on Structured questions 
following CIE criteria for Paper 1 and 2.  

 


